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Chiara String Quartet to present Beethoven cycle

By JEFF KORBELIK / Lincoln Journal Star
 Friday, December 11, 2009 



Jonah Sirota (from left), Gregory Beaver, Julie Yoon and Rebecca Fischer are the members of Chiara String Quartet, which will perform at Kimball Recital Hall. (Anthony Hawley / Courtesy photo) 

If you go
What: Chiara String Quartet

Where: Kimball Recital Hall, 11th and R streets

When: 3:30 p.m. Sunday

Tickets: $5, $3 students/seniors; 472-4747

So does the Chiara String Quartet have any plans to record the Beethoven Cycle anytime soon?

According to violinist Rebecca Fischer, let's not get the cart before the horse.

First, she said, a quartet works its way up to playing the cycle, which comprises 15 string quartets (16 counting the "Grosse Fuga").

Chiara, together since 2000, is now ready.

The string quartet will perform three of Beethoven's string quartets in the inaugural concert of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's Hixson-Lied Concert Series at 3:30 p.m. Sunday at Kimball Recital Hall.

It will be the first time UNL will present the artists-in-residence in a subscription concert series. Chiara will perform all of Beethoven's string quartets in six concerts over the next two years.

The foursome - Fischer, Julie Yoon (violin), Gregory Beaver (cello) and Jonah Sirota (viola) - also will perform the cycle at Harvard University and Smith College in Massachusetts.

Chiara, in residence at UNL since 2005, will begin the series with Beethoven's String Quartet in F major, Op. 135; String quartet in C minor, Op. 18 No. 4 and String Quartet in F major, Op. 59 No. 1. Upcoming concerts are set for Jan. 26 and March 23.

"This is a huge undertaking for us," Fischer said. "It's an extremely demanding amount of music. What Beethoven demands of its performers is pretty great."

To put it into context, Fischer's father performed the cycle 36 times in his 16-year career. By the time Chiara finishes its concert series, the group will have three cycles under its belt.

This will be the first performance of it in Lincoln since 1990, when the Friends of Chamber Music presented a variety of groups doing it over the course of their season.

Fischer said concertgoers are in for a treat because "each piece is so different," she said.

"The last piece he wrote was a string quartet," she added.

And once Chiara performs the cycle a few more times, then it may consider recording it, Fischer said.

Maybe.

"I don't know," she said. "It's just one of those things. ... To do the cycle is a benchmark in itself. On top of that, you need the time and money to do (a recording). Maybe sometime in the future. When we feel we're ready."

Reach Jeff Korbelik at 473-7213 or jkorbelik@journalstar.com.
